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QUARTER  3 

March 2021 

From the Principal 

WELCOME BACK! 

We are so excited to see all of our students from 
PK-8th grade back in the building! This is our first 
time having them all here since last March. 

While there have been struggles, I feel confident 
that we are on a path toward a greater sense of  
normalcy. I would like to thank our students,    
parents, and community members for all of their 
support during these challenging times. As we 
continue to move forward, we encourage parents 
to be vigilant in monitoring student grades through 
Parent Portal. Let's make sure our students end the 
second semester showing what they know!  
 
With the hybrid schedule, our expectation for   
attendance is that students will be in school (even 
when it is a remote day) during school hours, 9:00-
3:30 each day. While some remote learning may 
be asynchronous, there is still an expectation that 
students are working. Additionally, students are 
expected to attend Specials as well as all           
instructional times via google meets. Attendance is 
taken first thing in the morning, and then multiple 
times throughout the day,  

If your student is absent for any illness please be 
sure to call the attendance line and leave a       
message. The number is 419-671-6351.   

If you are interested in tutoring we do have a     
program we are working with at Woodward High 
School. Please call for more information. 

I look forward to the rest of the year with your  
students! 

 

Mrs. Tamra Griffin 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH 

Friday March 5th—All B Group students will be on remote learning.  

(No in school attendance this day) 

Friday March 12th—There will be a 2 Hour Delay.  Doors will open at 
10:45 
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Toledo, Ohio 
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     The Toledo Museum of Art donated two free family memberships to our 
school.  Our Positive School Climate team established the criteria for students to 
be eligible to win as, students had to be present in class at least 90% of the time 
and turned in a majority of their homework.  Our winners are:  Jayce Salyer 
(Kindergarten) and Stacie Lemle (8th Grade)….Congratulations to both of them. 

Congratulations 

Mask Protocols 

     Just a reminder that masks are to be worn at all times  while in the building, other than when the       
students are eating and drinking at lunch.  Masks should fit under the chin and be worn up over the nose.  
If a student forgets their mask, we have extra ones at school that will be given to the student  to keep.   

Testing Information 

Spring MAP Testing for K-8th grade Reading and 2nd grade through 8th 
grade Math will be happening between  March 3rd and the 18th. 

OST testing  for English Language Arts will take place between March 22nd 
and April 16th. 

OST testing for Math  (Grades 3 through 8) and Science (Grades 5 and 8) 
will take place between March 29th and May 7th. 

School Spirit Week 

The week leading into Spring Break will be our School Spirit week.  Even though we will likely still be 
on a hybrid schedule, students who are on a remote learning day are still encouraged to participate.     
Parents, feel  free to take pictures of your child participating in School Spirit week and upload them to 
Facebook. 

Monday March 29th—Hawaiian Day (Wear your Hawaiian shirt…..no flip flops or Crocs) 

Tuesday March 30th—Favorite Sports Team Day (Wear a shirt representing your favorite sports team) 

Wednesday March 31st—Hat Day 

Thursday April 1st—Fictional Character (Dress like or wear a shirt  depicting a fictional character) 



Counselor’s Corner 

  
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

             8 Testing Tips for Students 

               1. Prioritize attendance and homework 
               2. Communicate with your child’s teacher 
               3. Talk to your child about test taking 
               4. Offer positive reinforcement 
               5. Support healthy habits 
               6. Give your child a study space 
               7. Keep testing in perspective 
               8. Debrief after the test 

Students who must take medication during the school day must have the appropriate authorization form completed by the 

doctor and signed by the parent.  All medications will be dispensed from the  office.  According to Toledo Public School 

Board of Education Policy, an adult must bring the child's medicine to the office and the medication must be in the original 

bottle. We cannot accept medications that are brought in by the child.  Please bring in a month's supply of medication at a 

time.  All medications,  PRESCRIPTION AND OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS (such as aspirin, antacids, cough   

syrup, cough drops etc.), require a doctor's form and can only be dispensed through the  office!!   

VISITORS TO OUR BUILDING 

At this time, due to COVID 19, there are no visitors permitted in the building.  If you need to come in to the office to talk with the 

secretary,  please press the button at the main door and you will be buzzed in. 

 Medications 



ABSENCES 

    Parents of students who are absent from school can  notify the school of the student's absence by leaving a message on the 
Attendance phone 419-671-6351.  This recorder is on 24 hours a day, so parents may call at any time.  Please be sure to call by 
9:30 A.M. on the day of the absence.  If a parent does not call and notify the school of their child’s absence a written note ex-
plaining the absence or tardy must be signed by the parent or guardian and sent to school when the child returns to school. Ex-
cused absences are for illness, death in the immediate family, and doctor/dental appointments.  If doctor/dental appointments are 
made during school hours, the child should present a written request for excusal, stating the time of the  appointment to the 
teacher.  Students may be released one-half hour before the appointment.  Excusals for  doctor/dental appointments require writ-
ten excuse from the doctor/dentist. Students who arrive late or are picked-up early, without a written doctor's excuse, are consid-
ered absent for a portion of the day. As a reminder the state allows a total of 10 unexcused absences a year. Please be sure that 
you use these days sparingly. 

Lunches 

     Due to the current situation, each student will have a designated spot where they sit in the lunchroom.  This is done to en-
sure social distancing and to aid in any contact tracing that may need to occur.  Lunch counts will be taken every morning and 
anyone who orders a lunch, will have it waiting at their spot  when they enter the cafeteria.   

 DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? 
          If you ever have questions or concerns about what is going on in your child’s classroom please remember to contact their 

teacher directly.  They will BEST know what is going on as they spend the majority of time with your child.  If need be, the 

teacher will direct your questions/concerns to the principal or other necessary personnel.   Please do not use Ottawa River’s Face-

book page as a place to find answers to your personal questions/concerns.   For the most accurate and up to date info – call or 

email your child’s teacher directly.                                                                                        

Nurse’s Corner 

Layering for Weather Is the Way to Go 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends putting children in one more layer of clothing than an adult would 
wear in the same weather conditions. Layering also allows kids to remove a jacket or sweater after walking to school, 
riding the bus, or coming in from the car into the classroom, and during recess, weather permitting. This gives students 
options instead of having to choose between overheating and freezing. As we look forward to moving from winter into 
spring, the weather is unpredictable from morning to afternoon remember to dress children accordingly. If you need 
assistance with winter, outerwear consider visiting www.susiescoats.org., fill out the information and someone will get 
back with you. 

Remember students need 60 minutes of play every day, even in cold months. Here are some tips for outdoor safety, 
https://newsroom.uhc.com/health/clothes-for-the-cold.html. Children and adults will stay much warmer with a hat on 
as a lot of body heat escapes from your head. Scarves, facemasks, and earmuffs also help keep you warm. Staying hy-
drated is just as important during the cold winter as it is in the hot summer. When you are outside in the cold and 
breathing hard, you lose a lot of your body's water through your breath. Warm drinks and soups keep you hydrat-
ed and heat up your insides when it is cold outside. 

When coming back to school we still have to wear masks, wash our hands and practice social distancing. Even though 
some people have received COVID vaccines, we need to follow the CDC guidelines. TPS is continuing to follow the 
Lucas County Health Department Back to School Guidelines. If a student comes to school or becomes ill during class 
with COVID risk symptoms, we will have to send them home.  

http://www.susiescoats.org
https://newsroom.uhc.com/health/clothes-for-the-cold.html


Arrival Routine  

A note to parents/guardians who will be DRIVING/WALKING their student(s): • Doors open at 8:45 
AM. Breakfast will be provided for home consumption. If you arrive early, please remain in your car. We are 
using multiple entrances this year for student entry, so please use the assigned entries for car  riders as indi-
cated below. For our students’ and staff members’ health and safety, parents may not get out of their vehi-
cles when dropping off or picking up students. • Students will not be permitted to wait in the front lobby be-
fore school or enter the building prior to 8:45.   

Arrival Routine for All Students  
Walkers and Car Riders  

• Masks must be worn by both students and adults during drop-off.  

Times and Locations:  

In order to minimize traffic congestion, drop-off times and locations will be as follows:   

·         Kindergarten, First & Second graders will enter main doors by front office       
·         Pre Kindergartner, Third & Fourth graders will enter the side doors off of 290th. 
(bus doors) 
·         Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth graders will enter the Jr. High doors near the play-
ground 
As students enter the building they will need to have a mask on and will be given hand 
sanitizer. 

• When car riders/walkers enter the building, they will proceed on their designated route directly to 
their classroom. Doing this will help minimize hallway traffic and lead them directly to their home-
room.   

• While the building is not open to visitors (outside of needing to speak to someone in the  office which 
will require a face covering), families are permitted to park in a designated  parking space and walk 
their child to the door as long as all individuals are wearing a mask  and practicing appropriate social 
distancing between families.  

• All individuals who will be dropping off students (ex: babysitters, siblings, grandparents) must be made 
aware of these procedures prior to drop-off.  

• Patience and Kindness: Please remember  that we are an elementary school serving young children. 
Your patience during school arrival is important as we anticipate an increase in car traffic this year.   

Bus Riders:  
• Seating: Each bus will have a mandatory seating char t with assigned seats. Students will be seated 

with siblings whenever possible.  
• Drop-Off Location: Buses will drop off students in designated locations. The bus lane is on 290th 
street. Bus riders will use the side doors no matter what age group.  



Dismissal Routine  

 

 
Students will be dismissed wearing their mask and must keep it on until they are either in their car or have exit-
ed the bus at their final destination. Students should move to their bus or car as quickly and safely as possible, 
following staff directives and maintaining maximum social distance from their peers and staff. 

Walkers and Car Riders  

• Walker Dismissal: Students that will be walking home will be dismissed beginning at 3:00. 

 • Pick-Up Location: If you are here to walk with you child please meet your  child at their  designated lo-
cation. There will be no pickup at the Primary entrance.   

Pk-4 will be released at the side entrance - please pay attention to the posted signs 

5 -8 walkers will be released from the Jr. High doors - please pay attention to the posted signs 

Car Dismissal 
Car dismissal will begin at 3:15. If you are planning to pick your child up, please stay in your car and fol-
low the curve to the marked pick up zone area. Do not park or get out of your car. Please be ready to move 
with the line to prevent backups. The driveway in front of the school is designated for buses only. 
• Family Names: Parents/guardians will be given two papers with your  family name on them. When 
you pick up you must have your family name card displayed when entering the parking lot so student(s) are 
ready when the car line moves.  Parents/guardians wishing to meet a student to walk them to the car, must 
park in a parking space and walk to the waiting area on the sidewalk. Family names/numbers must be dis-
played while waiting.  

Any family needing more than two name/number tags are asked to make their own additional tags by 
writing their name and number clearly on a large piece of paper.  

• Traffic- Traffic backs up quickly as cars ar r ive but begins moving smoothly once we star t loading stu-
dents. Please always be on the lookout for individuals walking in the parking lot, including students, family 
members, and staff. Remember that “you are right when you turn  right”… enter the parking lot by turning 
right and exit the parking lot by turning right. This will ensure smooth traffic flow and safety.  

• Communication: All individuals who will be picking up students (ex: babysitters, siblings, grand-
parents) should be made aware of these procedures prior to picking up students.  • Patience and Kind-
ness: Please be patient as traffic volume may increase this year . Our  goal is to get all students 
home safely and in a timely manner.  

Bus Transportation Guidelines:  
• Students who requested transportation will be placed at a bus stop. Visit the District Map on our website to 

find bus stop times and locations.  
• School buses are confined spaces that require a particular focus on social distancing. 
 • Students will have an assigned seat and bus drivers will keep a seating chart 
 • For the health and safety of our students and bus drivers, we are reducing the number of student riders per 

bus   
• A face mask/face covering must be worn on the bus at all times 
 


